THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR    Iig
including the studding sails, which had to be set
on extra yards pulled out laterally from the
ordinary yards on each side of the ship. Having
only twenty-seven of the line, he had abandoned
the advance squadron and had given Collingwood
fifteen ships and had kept twelve for himself.
Otherwise Ms plan remained the same as in the
i iemorandum.
Villeneuve meanwhile was in difficulty ; i; the
extreme lightness of the wind,, the unsHlfulness
of the officers^ and the want of training and
seamanship in his ships' companies rendered the
manoeuvre [of wearing round] very long." In
the end Ms line became curved, with a sag in
the middle to leeward, and so irregular that in
many places it was duplicated. Nevertheless he
seemed determined to fight and hove-to waiting
Nelson's attack. ;; They put a good face on it/3
Xelson remarked to Blackwood ; " but/3 he
added, Ci 1*11 give them such a dressing as they
never had before." The " order of sailing =? set
Nelson and Collingwood at the head of their
respective lines., but neither seemed inclined to
drop back into the second or third place for the
Border of battle.33 On the contrary. Nelson
made a general signal for ships to take station
as most convenient, and continued to forge aheadj
while Collingwood in the newly refitted Royal
Sovereign increased his lead on Ms own column,,
which he signalled to attach diagonally in " Hue
of bearing."
Meanwhile Nelson held on in line ahead5 telling
Blackwood that he intended to cut through a gap
in the enemy's line " and then to run up the van
and engage it from the leeward, crippling each